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Prohi bits the ownership, possession or harboring of a wild aninmal or reptile;
makes violation a class E fel ony.
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TITLE OF BILL: An act to anend the agriculture and markets law, in
relation to prohibiting the ownership, possession or harboring of a wld
animal or reptile

PURPOSE OR GENERAL | DEA OF BI LL:

SUMVARY OF SPECI FI C PROVI SIONS: This bill anends section 370 of the
agriculture and nmarkets |aw, as added by chapter 1047 of the | aws of
1965, to prohibit the ownership, possession or harboring of wild animls
and reptiles as defined in accordance to paragraph e of subdivision six
of section 11-0103 of the environnental conservation |law, and to cl assi-
fy wviolations of section 370 as class E felonies. This bill does not
alter existing exenptions in section 11-0512 of the environnental
conservation |aw that allow certain persons and entities to possess wld
ani mal s.

JUSTI FI CATION: Current |aw regulates certain ownership of wild animals
and reptiles by making owners who fail to exercise due care in safe-
guarding the public fromattack by such animals guilty of a m sdeneanor
puni shable by up to one year inprisonment and/or a fine of up to $500.
As the recent tragic attack by a wild animal on a woman in Connecti cut
made cl ear, however, wld ani mal owners may not al ways recogni ze, under-
stand, or be equipped to adequately handl e the physical and behavi oral
needs of these animals. As a result, owners nay not be able to safeguard
the public by preventing attack by the ani nal

By prohibiting certain ownership of wld aninmals and by penalizing
violations of the law as a felony, this bill will help to ensure the
wel | -being of both wild animals and the public by ensuring wild aninmals
are only owned by persons and entities properly equi pped to recognize
and neet their physical and behavi oral needs.

PRI OR LEA SLATI VE H STORY: This is a new bill.
FI SCAL | MPLI CATI ONS: To be determ ned.

EFFECTI VE DATE: The first of Novenber next succeeding the date on which
it becones |aw.
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