
 

HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
TO CONSIDER PYTHON BAN  

 
*** ACTION NEEDED NOW! *** 

Markup session set for 1:00pm July 28 
Full Hearing set for July 29 or 30 

 
The Issue. 
Representative Kendrick Meek (D-FL) has introduced H.R. 2811 (the House version of Senator 
Nelson’s Senate Bill S.373).  As drafted, it would amend the Lacey Act to add “the constrictor 
snake of the species Python genera” as an injurious species that would be “prohibited from being 
shipped or imported into the United States.”  

H.R. 2811 Markup Session is set for 1:00pm tomorrow, July 28.  The Full Hearing will be 
July 29 or 30. 
  
We cannot wait!  YOU NEED TO ACT NOW! 

Adding “Python genera” to the injurious wildlife list under the Lacey Act has far broader 
consequences than indicated by the bill’s language, prohibiting specimens of “the constrictor 
snake” (presumably a reference to Burmese Pythons) being “shipped to or imported into the 
United States.”   A Lacey Act listing, in addition to banning importation into the United States, 
prohibits export and interstate movement.  To further compound the proposed listing, it lumps 
numerous species of Pythons into inaccurate taxonomic nomenclature by referring to “Python 
genera” rather than referencing a specific species.  In short, it is not clear if only “pythons” of the 
genus Python would be listed or every snake commonly referred to as a python would fall under 
the umbrella of taxonomic confusion. 
 
Once H.R. 2811 passes Markup it will go to the floor of the House of Representatives for 
consideration.  The Meeks ban, like Senator Nelson’s Senate Bill 373, would circumvent the 
statutory listing process called for by the Lacey Act.  To list a species under the Lacey Act, the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is required to conduct a risk analysis and seek 
public comment prior to making a final determination that a species should be listed as 
“injurious.”   The USFWS process is currently underway.  Thus, is H.R. 2811 intentionally 
designed to bypass a transparent, stakeholder-inclusive, science-based process? 
 
As drafted, H.R. 2811 will likely ban all pythons, including ball pythons – the most popular and 
widely possessed Python species.  If H.R. 2811 goes forward it needs to be amended to address 
the one species of concern – Burmese pythons in a scientifically-credible manner.  There is 
absolutely no justification for banning all Pythons. 
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What Can You Do? 
Call, email and fax your concerns to every member of the House Judiciary Committee NOW - - 
HESITATION COULD = BAN!   
 
Take time to contact their District Offices.   You can obtain their District Office telephone 
and fax numbers from the House Judiciary Committee website 
(http://judiciary.house.gov/about/members.html). 
 
Also, to easily contact both members of the Judiciary Committee, as well as your own 
representative, visit PIJAC’s Legislative Action Center on the PIJAC website 
(http://www.pijac.org/governmentaffairs) to learn how. 
 
Forward this PetAlert to other like-minded people.  Ask them to ACT NOW! 
 
Please send PIJAC copies of any written submissions as well as keep us informed of any 
responses you receive from Congress. 
 
Points to be highlighted: 
 

•  If H.R. 2811 is enacted as drafted, tens of thousands of American pet owners, 
hobbyists, and business owners across the country will be adversely impacted. 

•  There is no scientific justification at this time for banning any species of Python; not 
every species is the same and there is a large difference between the Burmese python 
that is found in the Everglades and other Python species commonly possessed by reptile 
keepers and pet owners. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has a credible science-
based review process underway that should not be circumvented by simply imposing a 
Congressional ban. 

•  H.R. 2811 should be amended to address Burmese Pythons in a scientifically credible 
manner.  Priority needs to be given to controlling the existing population in the 
Everglades – resources are needed for developing baits and traps. 

•  If the Congress decides to ban Burmese Pythons, it should limit the ban to importation 
of that species into the United States. 

•   To prevent release of currently owned Burmese pythons into the environment, 
provisions should be in final law to permit interstate movement of existing U.S. 
population of Burmese pythons, subject to housing such animals in secure enclosures 
and compliance with all applicable State and local requirements and best management 
practices for housing and maintaining large constrictors. 

•  The final law should also include provisions for financial support to the USFWS and 
partners to expand the reptile component of the HabitattitudeTM campaign to educate 
reptile owners not to release their unwanted pets. 

 
 

Sponsor: 
Congressman Kendrick Meek (D-FL) 
Washington, DC:  Phone 202-225-4506; Fax 202-226-0777 
Miami:  Phone 305-690-5905; Fax 305-690-5951 
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House Committee on Judiciary 
US Capitol 
Rayburn Building, #2138 
Washington, DC  20515 
202/225-3951 
 
REPRESENTATIVE        TEL. #       FAX #   EMAIL 

John Conyers (Ch) (D-MI 14)   202/225-5126  202/225-0072  john.conyers@mail.house.gov 
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI 02)   202/225-2906  202/225-6942  http://tammybaldwin.house.gov/get_address.html 
Howard Berman (D-CA 28)   202/225-4695  202/225-3196  http://www.house.gov/berman/contact/index.shtml 
Frederick C. Boucher (D-VA 09)  202/225-3861  202/225-0442  http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 
Jason Chaffetz (R-UT 03)   202/225-7751  202/225-5629  https://forms.house.gov/chaffetz/contact-form.shtml 
Howard Coble (R-NC 06)   202/225-3065  202/225-8611  howard.coble@mail.house.gov 
Steve Cohen (D-TN 09)    202/225-3265  202/225-5663  http://cohen.house.gov/index.php?option=com_email_form&Itemid=113 
William D. Delahunt (D-MA 10)  202/225-3111  202/225-5658  william.delahunt@mail.house.gov 
J. Randy Forbes (R-VA 04)   202/225-6365  202/226-1170  http://forbes.house.gov/zipauth.html 
Trent Franks (R-AZ 02)    202/225-4576  202/225-6328  https://forms.house.gov/franks/email_zipcheck.shtml 
Elton Gallegly (R-CA 24)   202/225-5811  202/225-1100  http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 
Louis Gohmert (R-TX 01)   202/225-3035  202/225-5866  http://gohmert.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=36&itemid=13 
Charlie Gonzalez (D-TX 20)   202/225-3236  202/225-1915  http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 
Bob U. Goodlatte (R-VA 06)   202/225-5431  202/225-9681  http://goodlatte.house.gov/contact/index.shtml 
Luis V. Gutierrez (D-IL 04)   202/225-8203  202/225-7810  http://luisgutierrez.house.gov/singlepage.aspx?newsid=1262 
Gregg Harper (R-MS 03)   202/225-5031  202/225-5797  http://harper.house.gov/contact/ 
Darrell Issa (R-CA 49)    202/225-3906  202/225-3303  http://issa.house.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Home 
Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX 18)   202/225-3816  202/225-3317  http://jacksonlee.house.gov/contact-form.shtml 
Hank Johnson (D-GA 04)   202/225-1605  202/226-0691  http://hankjohnson.house.gov/contact_hank_write.shtml 
Jim Jordan (R-OH 04)    202/225-2676  202/226-0577  http://jordan.house.gov/Contact/ 
Steve King (R-IA 05)    202/225-4426  202/225-3193  http://steveking.house.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactUs.ContactForm 
Zoe Lofgren (D-CA 16)    202/225-3072  202/225-3336  http://forms.house.gov/lofgren/webforms/landing.html 
Dan Lungren (R-CA 03)   202/225-5716  202/226-1298  https://forms.house.gov/lungren/forms/email.shtml 
Dan B. Maffei (D-NY 25)   202/225-3701  202/225-4042  https://forms.house.gov/maffei/contact-form.shtml 
Jerrold Nadler (D-NY 08)   202/225-5635  202/225-6923  http://www.house.gov/nadler/emailform.shtml 
Pedro Pierluisi (D-PR)    202/225-2615  202/225-2154  PedroPierluisi@mail.house.gov 
Ted Poe (R-TX 02)    202/225-6565  202/225-5547  http://poe.house.gov/contact/contactform.htm 
Mike Quigley (D-IL 05)   202/225-4061  202/225-5603  https://forms.house.gov/quigley/contact-form.shtml 
Thomas Joseph Rooney (R-FL 16)  202/225-5792  202/225-3132  http://www.house.gov/writerep/http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 
Linda Sanchez (D-CA 39)   202/225-6676  202/226-1012  http://www.lindasanchez.house.gov/index.cfm?section=contact 
Adam Schiff (D-CA 29)   202/225-4176  202/225-5828  http://schiff.house.gov/HoR/CA29/Contact+Information/Contact.htm 
Robert Scott (D-VA 03)   202/225-8351  202/225-8354  http://www.house.gov/writerep/ 
F. James Sensenbrenner (R-WI 05)  202/225-5101  202/225-3190  http://sensenbrenner.house.gov/Contact/Email.htm 
Brad Sherman (D-CA 27)   202/225-5911  202/225-5879  http://bradsherman.house.gov/sherman/contact/ 
Lamar S. Smith (R-TX 21)   202/225-4236  202/225-8628  http://lamarsmith.house.gov/contact.aspx?section=Mail 
Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL 20)  202/225-7931  202/226-2052  https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml 
Maxine Waters (D-CA 35)   202/225-2201  202/225-7854  http://www.house.gov/waters/IMA/issue.htm 
Melvin Watt (D-NC 12)   202/225-1510  202/225-1512  http://www.house.gov/formwatt/IMA/issue_subscribe.htm 
Anthony Weiner (D-NY 09)   202/225-6616  202/226-7253  http://weiner.house.gov/email_anthony.aspx 
Robert Wexler (D-FL 19)   202/225-3001  202/225-5974  http://wexler.house.gov/email.shtml 
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