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The last few years has brought an increase in bans on the private ownership of wild and 
exotic cats in the USA. What most legislators or even the general public doesn’t realize is 
that the majority of wildcats and their hybrids are small and don’t pose any more threat or 
need for recapture equipment than the feral cats. 
To the average person or most animal control officers, many are undistinguishable from 
an alley cat. The current trend is “fear of the unknown”; if it sounds exotic, then it needs to 
be banned. We are hoping to reverse this trend with this educational flyer on wild and 
exotic cats. 
 

SMALL WILD AND EXOTIC CATS (Partial list) 
 

  
 
 

Far left: Black-
Footed Cat  
(Felis nigripes) 
 
Weight Females 3 
pounds 
Males 4 pounds 
 
Left: Kodkod, 
Guiña 
(Leopardus 
guigna) 
 
Weight 4-5.5 
pounds 

 

 

 
Sand Cat  
 
(Felis margarita) 
 
Male weight:- 5-7 
pounds 
 
Female weight: 3-
5 pounds  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Geoffroy's Cat  
 
(Leopardus 
geoffroyi) 
 
Weight: 4-12 
pounds 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Melanistic 
Geoffroy's Cat  
 
(Leopardus 
geoffroyi) 
 
Weight: 4-12 
pounds 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Jaguarundi  
 
(Puma 
yagouaroundi) 
 
Weight up to 14 
pounds 



 

 

 

 
Asian Leopard 
Cat, ALC  
 
(Prionailurus 
bengalensis) 
 
Weight: 10-15 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Margay 
 
(Leopardus 
wiedii)   
Weight:  
6-20 pounds 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Far left:Wild cat 
(Felis silvestris), 
Pictured: 
Gordon's Cat 
(Felis silvestris 
gordoni) 
Up to 18 pounds 
 
Left: Fishing 
Cat  
(Prionailurus 
viverrinus) 
Up to 26 pounds 

  

 
Jungle cat  
 
(Felis chaus)  
 
Weight  9-35 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Bobcat (left) with caracal (right) 
 

 
 

 

 
Bobcat  
 
(Lynx rufus) 
 
Weight: 
males 16 to 35  
pounds, 
females 25 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Ocelot  
 
(Leopardus 
pardalis)  
 
Weight: 20-35 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Canada lynx with domestic cat 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Canada lynx  
 
(Lynx 
canadensis)  
 
Weight: 20-45 
pounds 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Caracal  
 
(Caracal caracal) 
 
Weight:  20-40 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Picture above: Serval (left) with 
Caracal (right) 
Serval with horses (Picture right) 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Serval   
 
(Leptailurus 
serval)  
 
Weight: 20-45 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

  
Eurasian Lynx  
 
(Lynx lynx) 
 
Weight: 40-75 
pounds 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Cougar/Puma/ 
Panther/ 
Mountain lion/ 
Catamount 
 
(Puma concolor) 
 
Male weight: 115 
to 160 pounds 
 
Female weight: 
75 and 105 lb 

 
CHEETAH 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Cheetah  
 
(Acinonyx jubatus) 
 
Weight: 80-150 pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIG WILD AND EXOTIC CATS 
 

 

 
 

 
Clouded Leopard  
 
(Neofelis nebulosa) 
 
Weight: 25-50 
pounds 
 
 

  

 
Snow Leopard  
 
((Uncia uncia) 
 
Weight up to 120 
pounds 
 
 
 

 
 

Spotted leopard (above), 
Black/melanistic leopard (right) 

 
 

 
African Leopard  
 
(Panthera pardus) 
 
Weight: 
Males 200 pounds, 
female up to 130 
pounds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Jaguar 
 
 (Panthera onca)  
 
Weight:  
males up to 330 
pounds,  
females smaller 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
Tiger  
 
(Panthera tigris) 
 
Weight: 
males up to 660 
pounds, females 
smaller 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
African Lion  
 
(Panthera leo) 
 
Weight: 
males up to 550 
pounds, females 
smaller 

 
WILD HYBRIDS 

(Hybrid of two Wild or Exotic animals) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Liger 
 
 (offspring of male 
Lion and female 
tiger) 
 
Weighs up to 1000 
pounds 

 



DOMESTIC HYBRIDS  
(According to the USDA, hybrids between Domestic AND Wild/Exotic 

Animals are considered DOMESTIC)  
 

 

 
 

Safari Cat  
 
(hybrid of the wild 
Geoffroy's cat and 
the domestic cat 
 
Weight up to 25 
pounds 

 
Serval (left), Bengal cat (right) 
 

 
Bengal cat on the mini horse (above) 
Below: Exotic/Wild ALC (right), 
hybrid Bengal cats (left) 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Bengal Cat 
 
 (hybrid of the Asian 
Leopard Cat (ALC) 
and domestic cat 
 
Weight under 15 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Chausie 
 
 (hybrid of the Jungle 
Cat  and domestic 
cat, Felis silvestris 
catus) 
 
Weight under 20 
pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Savannah Cat  
 
(hybrid of the Serval 
cat and domestic cat, 
Felis silvestris catus) 
 
Weight 12-25 pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
Savannah Cat  
 
(hybrid of the Serval 
cat and domestic cat, 
Felis silvestris catus) 
 
Weight 12-25 pound 

 
DOMESTIC CAT 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Domestic Cat 
(Felis catus) 
 
Weight 6-16 pounds, 
some breeds up to 
30 pounds 
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