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FEMA AND HUMANE SOCIETY OF UNITED
STATES SIGN HISTORIC AGREEMENT
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FEMA AND HUMANE SOCI ETY OF UNI TED STATES SI GN
H STORI C AGREEMENT TO PROTECT AMERI CA'S ANI MALS

WASHI NGTON ( Novenber 13, 2000) AP The Feder al
Emer gency Managenent Agency (FEMA) has signed
an historic partnership agreenent with The
Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) to
encourage and assi st communities and

i ndividuals to include aninmals in energency
managenent plans and di saster mtigation
prograns. FEMA Director Janes Lee Wtt and HSUS
Senior Director of Disaster Relief and Field
Services, Mlissa Seide Rubin, signed the
agreenent of cooperation between the two
agencies at the recent FEMA Project | npact
Summit i n Washi ngton, DC.

More than 60 percent of America's househol ds
I ncl ude animals: a fact that underscores the
need for energency and di saster plans to

i ncl ude pets and ani mals. The new partnership
bet ween HSUS and FEMA, part of FEMA' s new
Project Inpact program wll involve a
cooperative effort to inprove the public's
under st andi ng of the inportance of disaster
pr epar edness for humans and their ani mal
conpani ons.

"Thi s agreenent between HSUS and FEMA is
designed to save lives," explains Rubin. "The
primary reason people choose not to evacuate

t heir hones when asked to do so by energency
managenent i s because they feel they cannot
take their pets with them Wth this
initiative, we hope to work with FEVA to
educate the public to adequately plan for their
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animals in their individual and their comunity
di saster plans.”

Project Inpact is a FEMA initiative designed to
hel p communiti es change their approach to

di sasters by building 'disaster-resistant
comuni ties' through public-private
partnerships. HSUS will participate with FEMVA
in Project Inpact by providing technical
expertise, devel opi ng net hodol ogi es, and

assi sting communities and individuals devel op
effective disaster plans that address the needs
of animals and their owners. The comunity

pl anni ng process will involve all animals, not
just dogs and cats, but horses and farm ani mal s
as well.

HSUS' s Di saster Relief and Regional Ofice
staff, strategically |ocated around the
country, cooperate with state and | ocal
energency nmanagers as well as other national
and | ocal humane organi zati ons. HSUS has
extensi ve experience with the evacuation and
rescue of animals during disasters. HSUS set up
energency animal shelters during the recent Los
Al anos fires, rescued animals fromfl oods
during Hurricane Floyd, nmanaged relief efforts
during the recent Montana wldfires, and
perfornmed extensive rescue and relief efforts
during the 1996 Red River fl oods.

"People often ignore the need to plan for an
energency for thenselves and their animals,"”
Rubi n pointed out. "They assune if they are not
in a flood plain or near an earthquake fault

| ine or a coastal area, they are w thout risk.
From vast experience, HSUS knows that this
assunption and | ack of preparedness can be
financially and enotionally devastating. A
fire, atrain derailnent, or a hazardous spil
can happen anywhere. Lack of preparedness by
comunities is often deadly to both ani nals and
their owners.
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"W are pleased to be working with FEMA to
assi st comunities, conmunity-based ani nmal
organi zations, as well as individuals identify
their potential hazards and desi gned effective
di saster plans. W applaud FEMA's recognition
that the inclusion of animals is critical to
ef fecti ve energency nmanagenent.”

The Humane Society of the United States is the
nation's |argest animal protection organi zation
with nore than seven mllion nenbers and
constituents. The HSUS is dedicated to the
protection of all animals. HSUS D saster
Services, with the support of private sector
partners, is dedicated to advocating and
educating the public about proper planning for
animals in energencies and to rescuing ani mals
during natural and man-made di sasters.

For nmore information about the HSUS/ FEMVA
agreenent and how it can affect disaster

pl anning for aninmals in your comunity, contact
HSUS Di saster Services, (301) 258-3103, or

acul ver @sus. org.

HitH
Anne A. Culver - Director of Di saster Services

The Humane Society of the United States -700
Prof essional Drive Gaithersburg, MD 20879

301- 258- 3103, fax 301-258-3107
acul ver @sus. org
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