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Capitol update: This weather is hardly unprecedented'  
By: Todd Dorman  
02/27/2007 
 
<SNIP> 
WILD ANIMALS - Both the House and Senate are considering bills that would prohibit Iowans 
from owning a "dangerous" animal, including lions, tigers, cheetahs, anacondas and such. 
 
Iowans who currently own those exotic pets can keep them, but they must register the critters and 
pay a fee. Backers say too many Iowans are buying cuddly pets that grow into wild animals. Then 
they expect animal shelters to take them away. 
 
Exotic animal owners oppose the bill. 
 
A group called Responsible Exotic Animal Ownership, or REXANO, contend the threat from 
unusual pets is overstated. 
 
According to an e-mail from the group last week, your odds of being killed by an exotic cat are 1 
in 4,000,000 and 1 in 2,681,245 by a an exotic reptile. You have far better odds of being killed by 
fireworks, lightening, a tornado, a dog or a meteorite. 
 
That settles it. The Legislature also needs to ban meteorites. 
 
http://www.ralstonrecorder.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=18051843&BRD=326&PAG=46
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<SNIP> 
WILD ANIMALS - Both the House and Senate are considering bills that would prohibit Iowans from owning a 
"dangerous" animal, including lions, tigers, cheetahs, anacondas and such.  
Iowans who currently own those exotic pets can keep them, but they must register the critters and pay a fee. 
Backers say too many Iowans are buying cuddly pets that grow into wild animals. Then they expect animal 
shelters to take them away.  
Exotic animal owners oppose the bill.  
A group called Responsible Exotic Animal Ownership, or REXANO, contend the threat from unusual pets is 
overstated.  
According to an e-mail from the group last week, your odds of being killed by an exotic cat are 1 in 
4,000,000 and 1 in 2,681,245by a an exotic reptile. You have far better odds of being killed by fireworks, 
lightening, a tornado, a dog or a meteorite.  
That settles it. The Legislature also needs to ban meteorites.  
(Todd Dorman can be reached at 515-243-0138 or at todd.dorman@lee.net) 
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