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‘Smaller wikd cats can also be a danger, s they can inflct srious injurics.
Legitimate und reputable animal sanetuarics, which never breed animals.

ave struglin to take i the hundreds of Wid culs who are dumped, seized.

‘abandoned or abused every yeat. Ové sanctuary in Temmessoe s over -
‘cas; ancrher one i Colorado has aver 100; and The Roar Foundat

it e e Loy aeedof e s
sancuay placement evecy year Aimal Sanctarie <k
mwmumumn»wmmw
cannor naacially cope with these demands, Large cais can |
for 20 years. Where. will these animals g0 in the future? A ki
hllm-&ldﬂc hmuﬂnummmym

 shartage of State and Federal wild!
m—mahum-ud-us\

Mmmnmmmwmmwymp
‘vide the appropriate ourition, safety, and carichmeat that th.
wild anjonals need 10 five 3 deceat fife in captvity. There is nothiag we
£ive 8 captive wild animml tha & aeeds, except possbly medica cae. 1
‘misguided ttcampt o make thebo 4niimals less dangerous to humans, ma
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‘Thank you so much!
With Love fo the Wil Ones,  —7—

Tippi Hedren
President, The ROAR Foundation
Contact: tippilion@aol.com
www shambala.org

Phone:  661.268.0380
Fax:661.268.8509
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Dear

The enclosed draft bill, currently titld the "Federal Ban on Breeding Exotic Cats for Personal
Possession Act”, seoks 1o halt the breeding of al wikd cats (native and non-native) in the United
States to be sold as pets or for private possession. USDA licensed or certified broedirs, dealers
and exhibitors will NOT be exempt. The exotic cat in the U.S. i not endangered. They breed
casily. It s a huge business in the U.S., in the financial realm of llogal drugs. _The broeders

will breed the Sumatran Tiger to the Bengal Tiger to the Siberian Tiger, just s long as they get
those cubs to sell. The AZA accredited z00s call them mutt. You can purchase them at swap
Imeets, from news ads, on theinternet,or from exotic feline clubs for whatever amount you are
foolish enough to pay. Many are purchased to end up in a canned (contained) hunt to be killed,
with & weapon of choice; a guaranteed trophy for a head on the wall or a rug on the flocr.

‘The large number of these animals kept captive in the U.S. has become a national crisis
‘Across the U.S. more than an estimated 5,000 large cats are kept in USDA licensed facilities,
‘and as many as another 10,000 are in private hands. Tt is unknown how many small wild cats,
sach us lynx, bobas, and servals are held in captiviy. The permitting, licensing and
regulating of these wild exotic felines s not uniform scross the U. it
difficult o obtain s license for your dog than to purchase a lion or tiger for your backyard.
Therefore it is impossible to arrive at an accurate number of these dangerous animals purchased
as pets. Yet the breoding continues.

‘Within the past 5 years, big cats have been responsible for over 32 known fatal attacks on
people, and 109 known injuries. Recently in Kansas, 17 year-old Haley Hilderbrand was
attacked and killed at a USDA icensed facility while she and other graduating classmates
attended a photo session with a tiger. The year before, an atiack in Minnesota left a 10 year-old
boy unable to ever walk again o breathe on his own. Ask yourself, who in their right mind
‘would allow this to continue? Big cats, driven by natural instincts, can be, and are, a danger to
the public. Like any other danger to the public, such as llegal drugs o weapons, dangerous
animals must be legally controlled. Smaller wild cats can also be a danger, s they cen inflict
serious injurics.

Legitimate and reputable animal sanctuaries, which never breed animals, are sruggling to take
in the hundreds of wild cats who are dumped, scized, abandoned or sbused every year. One
sanctuary in Tennessee has over 200 cats; anather one in Colorado has over 100; and The Roar
Foundation in California, which I founded in 1983, and i the financial support for The
Shambala Preserve, houses over 70 cats for their lifetime.




[image: image3.jpg]‘That's justa small sample. Liteally hundreds of these animals need sanctuary placement every
year. Animal Sanctuaries struggle to keep up with the demand, but most have reached full

-and cannot financially cope with these demands. Large cats can live for 20 years.
‘Where will these animals go in the future? A kind, humane, and safe solution does not exist at
this time. The only solution s passing stringent laws enforcing the ban on breeding the exotic
feline to be sold as pets and for entertainmen purposes. Sate wildlife agoncics and the USDA
admit that there are not enough field stffto properly visit and inspect the thousands of
faclites that house these animals! As an cxample, California Fish and Game will not be
inspecting any exotic facility until 2009. Although Congress the Captive
‘Wildlife Safety Act in 2003, which I co-authored, exempt facilites are il allowed to breed
big cats and, in states where private ownership i still egal, sell them within their own state.
‘They can also sell cats to exempt acilites in other states. With the serious shortage of State
and Federal wildlife inspoctors, adequately policing this vast network of Black Market dealers
has become impossible.

‘And finally, most individuals who own big cats privately cannot provide the ay
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in captivity. There is nothing we can give a captive wild animal that it needs, except possibly
‘medical care. In a misguided attempt to make these animals less dangerous 1o humans, many
are victims of tooth removal and peinful surgeries to remove their claws. To make matters
even worse, some areas of the country do not have even one wikilfe veterinarian who is skilled
‘and trained o examine and treat big cats. This insanity must stop! The breeing must stop!

Turge you to sponsor the introduction of the "Federal Ban on Breeding Exotic Cats for Personal
Possession Act"in the U.S. Congress. I would be happy to provide you with any additional
information. My oxperience of working dircetly i the field of rescuing the exatic feline since
1971, has given me and my associstes a true perspective of the problems and dengers of this
issue. If you have any questions, substuntiating facts, or comments rogarding this issue, ploase
do not hesitate to contact me at 661-268-0380. lbokfﬂ'wndhb-rmgﬁwnyau

Most sincerely,

Tippi Hedren

President

Contact: tippilion@aol.com

www.shambala.org
Phone: 661-268-0380
Fax:  661-268-8809




[image: image4.jpg]Contact: Tippi Hedren AMENDED 5-31-07
661-268-0380
tippilion@aol.com
www.shambala.org

ABILL
Mmmmﬂmmmw:mmwhhheeﬁn&uﬂm&mdmdmg
exotic or native or and ) known as
WILD animals, specifically anhn Carnivora: Order Felidae (Cats), by any persons
regardless of currently existing permits or licenses to hold, keep or care for these animals
granted by any governmental agency; local, state or federal.

Be it enacted by the Senate and The House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE
‘This Act may be cited as “The Federal Ban on the Breeding of the Exotic Felines
for Personal Possession Act”,

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS
As used in this title:

A. PROTECTED WILD ANIMAL

1. GENERAL RULE — The term “exotic wild animal” means a wild,
‘native or non-native (indigenous or non-indigenous) specics of an
animal order and family specified in subparagraph (B) or a WILD,
‘mative or non-native species of animal order and family specified in
such subparagraph, that would exist without confinement or restraint
ina wild and free environment, and any hybrid of any such animal.

B. SPECIFIED ORDERS AND FAMILIES
‘The animal orders and families covered by this title are the following:

2. Family Camivora: Order Felidae (Cats) and all subspecies,
Orders and hybrids thereof.

C. “PERSON” means any individual, Partnership, Firm, Joint Stock Company,
Corporation, Association, Trust, Estate Sanctuaries or other legal, personal or
business atity.

D. PERSONAL POSSESSION — The term “personal possession™ and
“personally possess” refers 10 a person’s custody or confinement of a protected
‘Wild animal.




[image: image5.jpg]E. “BREEDING” means causing and/or allowing the reproduction of WILD
‘animals by people accredited or specifically licensed by the Federal Agency
specifically responsible for the administration of “The Federal Ban on the
Breeding of the Exotic Felines for Personal Possession Act”.

F. HYBRID means an animal resulting from the breeding of two different species
of animals. For example, crosses between wild animal species such as lions and
tigers are considered to be wild animals..

G. INDIGENOUS WILD ANIMAL means any wild animal found in the wild
state within the boundaries of the United States, its territories or possessions.

'H. NON-INDIGENOUS WILD ANIMAL means any wild animal found in the
wild state outside the boundaries of the United States, its teritories o
possessions.

L NON-PERMITTED BREEDER means n individual or oher ntity

Inc. or LLC) not specifically allowed to cause the
hudmgnfnﬂwmusnrmnnﬂmmmﬁhdl.mlhm-hudmg
thereof.

J. PERMIT means a. ission - An official or
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K. WILD means any animal that is now or historically has been found in the wild
state.

L. WILD STATE means living in its original natural condition, not
domesticated.

M. ZOO means any park, building, cage, enclosure or other structure or premise
in which a wild animal or animals are kept for public exhibition or viewing.

N. ZOOLOGICAL means pertaining to a z00.

SECTON 3: JUSTIFICATION
‘The Legislature finds that keeping WILD animals by any person or persons poses
a serious threat to the public health and safety of humans residing in or visiting in
the United States. Across the country, children and adults have been mauled
and/or killed by large cats, both native and non-native. WILD animals are readily
available for purchase in many states throughout the United States.

‘Wildlife sanctuaries are filled to capacity with rescued or confiscated Wild cats,
placed by Local, State and Federal wildlife agencies, such as the USDA, SPCAs,
animal control agencies, rescue groups and private citizens. Most are confiscated
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[image: image6.jpg]due to a lack of permits or licenses to possess them, sbusive treatment, unhealthy
living conditions, unmanageability, o attacks on human adults or children.

‘The rescued animals are placed with sanctuaries without any financial aid from
these same agencies which prevail upon qualified facilities to assume lifetime
‘commitments to care for these animals.

Recapture of escaped wild animals is an expensive and perilous endeavor for
‘municipalities, with the recapture frequently carried out by unqualified persons.
‘The Federal Government must take steps at & national level to ensure the
‘protection of the public and the humane treatment of exotic and native WILD
‘animals. Presently where laws exist, Local, State and Federal agencies have no
financial or human resources to enforce them. In many states there are no laws.

SECTION 4: PENALTIES AND FINES
Consistent with the regulations established in the Animal Welfare Act.




This is pure propaganda, for the truth see www.REXANO.org
