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A staff meeting was called to order by Carol and Ron Asvestas. The meeting was to address
concerns brought forward by Kristina Brunner in an e-mail sent to WAQ board members.

Laura Mireles was present and took notes.
A brief synopsis of the incident with Kristina and her concems about WAO was given:

During Carol's last rescue visit to Louisiana and Mississippi, Kristina called Carol on her cell
phone and seid she was concemed about the cold weather conditions in San Antanio and
health of a quarantined monkey by the name of Jake. Kristina was said that Jake was sick and
requested to bring him in. She made several statements to the affect that he was dying and that
he wouid not make it through the night if he was not brought inside. Carol asked Kristina what
she was doing in & restricted area without permission, she sais Norma had given her permission
and that she was feeding the monkeys treats. Carol told Kristina she could not be in the
quarantine area it was dangerous and off timits, and Kristina said she didn't care about her
health she was worried about the monkeys. After conferring with Norma and dstermining that
the animal was fine and that he was onfy shivering because he had got his fest wet, it was
decided that he should be left outside. Norma also stated that she did not give Kristina
permission to be in the quarantine area, Kristina was not happy with the decisions made by
Carol or Norma, On several occasions Kristina took it upon herself to ignore WAO policies set
up for the safety of all staif members by doing what she thought was the right thing for the
welfare of the animals. Kristina decided to talk to staft members at various times about things
she thought she saw wrong at WAO. Stalf members did not agree with her, therefore not being
satisfied she bagan calling board members with a list of the following complaints. She also
contacted the University of Arizona claiming we were not caring properly for their animals and
also went to Dr Henry, and Dr Efrlund, represented herself as a board member and brought her
concerns to their attention.

Jake is fine (Staff Verified )

Kristina did not take the required corporate steps in which the board should be given time to
address problems. Kristina did not request a meeting with Carol Asvestas, nor did she request
an emergency meeting with the board until after she had gone behind the organizations back to
various agencies and businesses that the WAQ does frequent business with. She announced
herself as a board member on each occasion.

Kristina requested an emergency board meeting on January 7, 2006. Approximately two weeks
after her original comptaint.

Carol and Ron decided to have a meeting with all staff members and to find out if any problems
did exist and to see if the staff had any concerns about the animals.

Staff members attending meeting were, Mary and Michelle Reininger, Dr. Rachelle Gaza, Terry
and Mike Minshu, Brandon Prill, Norma Lagutchik, Melissa Asvestas and Laura Mireles.

Carol addressed the 22 concerns that Kristina brought up to Sumner Matthes during a phone
call and the veterinarians at the staff meeting.
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1. The Witd Animal Orphanage has gone steadily down hill in the past year.
Not true. In-fact it has improved drastically.
All staff at meeting agresd
2. Cant afford to buy cat litter, sa we are using sand
Not true. Garol consulted with several veterinarians, vet techs and staff members regarding
the use of sand box sand mixed in with the at litter in order to not anly cut down on costs but
to also reduce the dust from'the cat litter which was causing sneezing in cats that were
already slightly congestsd.
Al staff and vets agreed it would bs better
3, Cats being brought in from New Orleans are sick and dying
Because of the hurricanes almost all of the animals in New Orleans ended up with some form of
sickness. Only 3 cats have died, approximately 20 have been suthanized out of 350 cats as
recommended by a veterinarian after all medical treatment proved fruitless. This is 2 low
number of losses under the circumstance. WAO cannot start picking only healthy animals to
vescue. Almost all incoming animals are sick and unhealthy. Al sick cats were immediately
quarantined and underwent regimented treatment,
All staff verified
4. Big cats have only been fed chloken for the past year.

Not true. WAO was notified in October that Hereford Bi Products (Tejas Industries) would no
longer be selling raw red meat products. WAQ had enough Hereford to last until Mid December.

WAO then purchased enough whole ground hens to last for two months to make sure the cals
had food during our search for a new source for red meat. WAO also contacted, taxidermists,
Parks and Wildiite, HEB, Walmart and several other sources for beef and deer meat in order to
altemate red meat with chicken. Each of these places kindly donated. The cats have NEVER
been fed a diet of chicken only. Receipts are provided. Hereford is now in business again.

Al staff verified this.

5. Liger is not well because having only chicken to eat.

The liger is as healthy as he is going to be, he has always had a curved spine dus to inbreeding
and hybridizing. Beast will not eat chicken so he gets red meat first.

All staff verified
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Yes he is: he was put on a strict diet because he was extremely obese, and he couldn’t even
walk without his thighs rubbing. He is & good weight and is stable. He is not thin or unhaalthy.

Al staff veritied

7. No fruit for bears and monkeys, animals being fed Krispy Créme donuts.

Not true, bears are fed a mixture of fruitivegetables, and/or dog food.

Yes, they had Krispy Créme donuts, ONE TIME as treats! All agreed that we need to put into
alfect a written diet for primates. Meat eaters have one.

Al staff verified

8. No Monkey chow to feed primates

Not True. Receipts are available. All are getting an adequate diet. None are unheaithy because
of nutrition. We have discussed pre-mixing dry fruit, cereal, monkey chow, dog food and nuts for
feeding. Fruit and veggies will be used as treats as opposed to regular dist. We will try it and
see how it works.

All staff veritied

9. Treasurer was not allowed to see the books

Kristina s the treasurer and at no time has she been denied access to the records or books.
2004 form 890 and audit has been sitting on my desk for a couple of moriths, she has neglected
to take them. Also Ron has everything on the computer. Ron has been in the office every time
Kristina has been here. All records including receipts are under the window in boxes clearly
marked, Kristina has never made an attempt to see anything. When offered she said she would
getit later. Heather Noe has heard me offer records to her.

Oftice staf veritied. Heather Noe veriied

10. Carol i putting off board meeting

Not true.. Carol Has never put off a board meeting. Garol called Karen, Sumner, and spoke with
Kristina regarding having a meeting last week in December when she got back from New
Orleans. Board meetings wers postpaned due to the Katrina Hurticane rescues. Carol has kept
in constant touch with Sumner and other board members via phone.

Board will verity.

11. Ron and Carol do not have driver's licenses.

Nither drives anywhere. Both licenses are stillin affect they just nesd renewing.

Staif verified
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Aaron has barrowed the expedition o go to school on occasion in return, he mows Talley Road
pastures, he helps with construction, he drives guests around, picks visitors up from the airport,
runs errands, picks up feed and supplies, all free of charge. The bottom line is by letting him
borrow the car on oceasion, in retur for the numerous valuable tasks he performs he is saving
the WAQ money. Mary and Michelle and other staff members have also borrowed company
vehicles.

Staff verified

13. Ron says he wants nothing to do with the hands on care of the animals.
That's not his job.

Staff veritied

14. Carol got house o get away from Ron.

Carol got the house after getting permission from the entire board. The house was to allow me
to stay within close proximity of the sanctuary, In order for me to do grant writing, fundraising,
data entry and printing materials vital o the organization away from everyone. Carol looked for
office space in the area. Offices close by were running at $1,500.00 per month. The house was
closer and cost less.

It was agreed that Carol could not get anything achieved at the office with all of the
interruptions. The altemative was for her to work at night in the office on top of doing a full days
work in the office. This was not feasible, being alone in the office at night is unsafe and working
20 hour days would be too much. The house has an alamm, it is in a neighborhood with a
neighborhood watch, it is quiet and is only a few minutes from the sanctuary and Carof's house.

The house can also be used for special guests, interns, storage, board members and meetings.
Carol included the year’s rental into & grant received; the rent has already been covered by this
grant. .

Statf verified

15.Carof lied about a lion or tiger (! can't remember which) that was already dead and
she was still sending out please for help and sending out T-shirts.

Not True. The only tiger or lion Carol has sent out appeals for are: Bubba and Tarzan. Both
animais are alive and weli.

Staff verified
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have any facilities built 1o house them and had one cat put down becauss they had no
place to putit.

Not true. WAO has never received $5,000.00 with two cats, and has never taken two cats in
from llinois or any other state. The only reasons animals are euthanized are as stipulated in out
policies and procedures. These wers set in place by a majority vote by the board.

Statt verified

17. Veterinarians indicate that animals are being put to sleep that could have been saved.

Carol spoke with all veterinarians and NONE told her this. All veterinarians and staff members
make the final decision before euthanasia takes place.

Veterinarians verified, Staff verifiad.

18. Inadequate primate facilities.
18. a. Primates were in 29 degree weather, no heat, no blankets etc.

Not true. All had boxes, all had blankets and wind breaks. All are acolimated.

Al staff agreed on thie policies set up for inclement weather: Check and verify that all animals
are well and not in any danger and provide appropriate bedding. Primates are nat to be brought
inside during cold spells. If & cold spell drops below freezing for a prolonged period of time, then
the staff will be given blow heaters to use. We have used blow heaters in the past on occasion.
Statf verified

18. b. An endangered primate not being properly cared for

Not true. Jake was and is being cared for. He has blankets, wind breaks and a box. He is
acclimated. He is waiting for a new enclosure to be finished at Talley Road. He will be moved
upon completion.

Staff verified

18. . One primate hung itseif

Not true. We have never had a primate hang itself.

Staff verified
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It is, and always has been, a WAO policy that primates in colonies should be left to work out
differences that may accur when juveniles try to take over the group. If minor injuries occur the
animalin question is left in the colony and treated with an oral ani biofic. If major injuries ocur,
then after the colony has settied down, the injured primate can be remaved. However, primates.
removed from colonies for medical treatment and renabilitation can never be retured to the
colony. The colany would without & doubt kil him/her. The primate would uftimately have to be
singly housed; thersfore, t is more humane to euthanize himvher.) This decision is made by
staff, veterinarians and sanctuary directors.

Staff shouid never try to break up infighting. If a death occurs (which happened with the
capuchin in question) the animal should be left in the cage until the entire colony has sattied
down. Only then is the animal safely removed and disposed of in an appropriate manner.

This policy was agreed upon by the staff.

19. Mary and Michelle indicated they would quit excapt for their concern of the welfare of
the animals.

Mary and Michelle Reininger have no problems, They indicated the opposite of what Kiistina
Slaimed. They were asked on several occasions during the staff meeting f they did not agree
with the way the WAQ was being operated. Neither indicated that they were Unhappy or had
any grievance with Ron or Carol.

Staft veritied

20. Carol cannot run the WAQ if she Is always on the road

Garol was not always on the road, Carol was gone for approximately 7 days and back for 3-4
days over a 3 month period while in New Orleans. Ron was 2t the WAQ during the entire pariad.
Ron as always did a wonderful job of taking care of things. Ron is very capable of taking care of
things in Carof's absence. The staff are more than capabls of caring for the animals.

Staff veritied

21, Kristina said staff never use bio-safety level 2 procedures.

Stalf always wears proper atire while in the quarantine area or around potential viral carriers:
long sleeves, mask and goggles are required, if they do not follow this rule then they wil be
fired. This is a no tolerance policy. They ali know this.

Staff veritied

Additional notes

Kristina has told staff members that she is on a new medication: Lexapro. She has never
informed Ron or Carol of this as required on volunteer forms. Kristina signed a volunteer
form and was made fully aware of the consequences of violating sanctuary policies and
procedures.
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An emergency board meeting will be held on January 7" ,2006 at 2pm as per the
request of Kristina Brunner.

finerary:  Staff will meet with board members and advisory board members on a personal
invite from Carol on January 6%, 2006 at 1pm. Kristina is not invited.

Emergency board meeting will be held at 2pm. Staff will be on-site and available
should there be any questions for them. They will not attend the board mesting.

The board will meet for a regular board meeting after the emergercy meeting
Staff members are not to discuss any of these matters with Kristina.
Any problems that may arise because of Kristina's allegations are to be directed
to Ran, Carol or a board member other than Kristina Brunner.
The staff members that attended this meeting witnessed and verified the answers; addressing
each area of concern that Kristina brought forward in the list above. All agree that they are not
true. All have read and signed an individual copy of this statement.
Name

Signature Date

Witnessed




